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“ T H A N K YO U ” F R O M T H E B R U I N S
SANDRA SOE
Women’s Swimming • Senior
San Jose, California • Sociology Major
“As a fourth year student-athlete at
UCLA, I am beyond thrilled and forever
grateful for the opportunity I was
given just four years ago. Little did I
know back then that my time at UCLA
would be the best four years of my
life! A part of my success at UCLA is
due to the continued support and
generous donations from our UCLA
athletic donors. THANK YOU. With
your help and support, I have been
able to set high goals for myself both in the classroom and in the pool, and I have
exceeded my expectations in both areas. In my sport we focus a lot on little details,
and your support is by no means little. As John Wooden said: “It’s the little details
that are vital. Little things make big things happen.”
CLICK HERE TO SUPPORT UCLA
WOMEN’S SWIMMING & DIVING

UPCOMING EVENT
Wooden Athletic Fund Member Appreciation Day and UCLA Football Spring
Game – April 20, 2019
One of the many exclusive benefits offered to ALL Wooden Athletic Fund members is
our annual Wooden Athletic Fund Member Appreciation Day. This year’s 7th Annual
WAF Member Appreciation Day event will be held in association with the UCLA
Football Spring Game on April 20th on Marshall Field at Drake Stadium.
This annual event is held as an opportunity to thank each of our donors for their
generous and continued support of UCLA Athletics by providing a fun, welcoming,
Bruin family atmosphere. A special hospitality area will be set up at Drake Stadium,
where there will be Bruin giveaways, a live band, complimentary food catered by San
Pedro Brewing Company, and a cash bar with beer and wine. Children and adults alike
will have the opportunity to pose in our photo booth, watch the UCLA Spirit Squad
perform, and meet and play games with student-athletes from many of our athletics
teams. Gates open for this fun-filled event at 9:30am, and takes place before and
during the 2019 UCLA Football Spring Game, which will kick off at 11:00am.
This event is exclusive to current 2018-19 and 2019-20 WAF members only and is
non-transferable. Admission into the WAF Member Appreciation Day event is free to
ALL Wooden Athletic Fund donors and their immediate family (max 4) with advance
RSVP. Admissions to the UCLA Football Spring Game is FREE for all fans, with a
suggested donation of two canned goods or non-perishable food items per person to
benefit the UCLA Community Programs Office Food Closet. This program provides
free food for any UCLA student who may be experiencing hunger and/or struggling
to attain food due to financial hardships, and there will be donation bins located at
the entrances of Drake Stadium.
If you are not a current Wooden Athletic Fund member and would like to join WAF
to receive an invitation to attend this event, please call 310-206-3302, email
development@athletics.ucla.edu, or visit www.WoodenAthleticFund.com.

CLICK HERE TO RSVP FOR
THE 2019 WOODEN ATHLETIC FUND
MEMBER APPRECIATION DAY

WAY O F G I V I N G
Individual Sport Giving
Each of UCLA’s 25 intercollegiate athletics teams has a fund available for fans to
directly support the programs about which they are most passionate with a taxdeductible donation. Every sport-specific gift is important and has a positive
impact on each student-athlete on that team. As a donor, the benefits offered for
gifts made to a specific sport vary by sport and gift amount. However, donors who
contribute $25,000 or more to a sport other than football or men’s basketball will
also be recognized with non-seating Wooden Athletic Fund member benefits at the
Director’s Circle level, and donors who contribute $50,000 or more to a single sport
will be recognized with non-seating Wooden Athletic Fund member benefits at the
John R. Wooden Benefactor level for that membership year. Wooden Athletic Fund
benefits for priority seating and season tickets are offered only for gifts directed
specifically to the Wooden Athletic Fund.
For more information on supporting individual UCLA sport programs or the
Wooden Athletic Fund, please contact the UCLA Athletics Development office at
310-206-3302 or development@athletics.ucla.edu.

CLICK HERE TO SUPPORT
UCLA INDIVIDUAL
SPORT PROGRAMS

BENEFIT OF THE MONTH
Bruin Blue Magazine
One of the many exclusive benefits offered to Wooden Athletic Fund members is
a complimentary subscription to the UCLA Athletics Department’s Bruin Blue
Magazine. First published in Fall of 2014, Bruin Blue Magazine was revamped from a
newspaper-type monthly to what it is today: a quarterly glossy, 44-page magazine
that takes you inside and behind the scenes of UCLA Athletics. Recent issues have
featured UCLA “Spring stars” Leon Powell (Track & Field) and Rachel Garcia
(Softball), UCLA Women’s Basketball Head Coach Cori Close, UCLA Beach Volleyball’s first NCAA Championship team, and gymnast Christine Peng-Peng Lee and
the 2018 NCAA Champion gymnastics team.
Bruin Blue Magazine is a complimentary benefit for all WAF members, as well as
season ticket holders for football, men’s and women’s basketball, baseball, and
gymnastics. In each issue you will find “The Insider’s View” by UCLA Director of
Athletics Dan Guerrero, features on current and former Bruin student-athletes,
game, meet, and match photos, donor profiles, capital campaigns, behind-thescenes photos and articles, information and schedules of upcoming events, and
much more.
For questions or more information, please contact the Wooden Athletic Fund office
at (310) 206-3302, or development@athletics.ucla.edu.

CLICK HERE TO VIEW
PAST ISSUES OF
BRUIN BLUE MAGAZINE

CENTENNIAL TOP MOMENTS - WE NEED YOUR PARTICIPATION

UCLA will officially begin celebrating its 100th anniversary in May of his year. As part
of the upcoming Centennial Celebration, UCLA Athletics is compiling a list of the
greatest moments in UCLA Athletics history, and we need your help! As our most
loyal supporters, we invite you to share your thoughts to help us compile the most
comprehensive list possible. You can participate in two ways.
You may submit your suggestion for the greatest moment in UCLA Athletics history.
Please be specific, including the sport, date, and details, and include why you consider
it the greatest UCLA Athletics moment in a few sentences.
Or, you may submit your own personal favorite memory of UCLA Athletics. As this is
more personal, you can submit anything from your first (or most memorable) UCLA
Athletics event, to meeting a Bruin legend, etc. You may include photos or videos if
you have them!
If you have any questions or would like additional information, please call the Wooden
Athletic Fund office at 310-206-3302, or email development@athletics.ucla.edu.
CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR
TOP MOMENT IN UCLA
ATHLETICS HISTORY

G E T TO K N OW YO U R AT H L E T I C S D E PA R T M E N T STA F F !
Scott Palanjian
Director of Marketing, Men’s Basketball
What is your favorite college sport to follow? I would have
to say basketball—especially this time of year during March
Madness.
What is your favorite pro sport to follow? The NFL is my
favorite and as a Philly native, my team is still the Eagles.
What is your favorite sport to play? I would have to say tennis
at this point in my life.
Since you began working at UCLA, what sport have you gotten to like that you
never thought you would like? Beach Volleyball since I haven’t worked at a school
with that sport before.
What is your favorite kind of music? Favorite group, band, or musician?
After spending a number of years living in North Carolina, I’ve grown to enjoy
Country music and my favorite musician would be Eric Church.
Where would you like to travel to that you’ve never been to before? Australia
Cat person or dog person? Dogs; as a kid my family had a German Shepherd/Lab
mix named Snickers.
What was your high school mascot? Hawks
Unique fact about yourself? My first job after college was as the Corporate
Communications Coordinator at the XFL Football League Office in Connecticut.
CLICK HERE TO SEE OUR
UCLA ATHLETICS DEVELOPMENT STAFF

MARCH 10K CHAMP10NS EXPERIENCE WINNER
In February, 2017, the Wooden Athletic Fund announced a special incentive to our
donors through our 10K CHAMP10NS campaign. All current Wooden Athletic Fund
members are encouraged to refer a friend to join the Wooden Athletic Fund. This
qualifies you to be entered to win a monthly prize. For example, if you referred a
friend during the month of January, you were automatically entered to win the prize
for the month of January.
We are pleased to announce the winner of the March 10K CHAMP10NS Experience is
Harold Kreitenberg from Los Angeles, CA.
A hearty ‘Congratulations’ goes out to Harold!
Harold has won the following prize for the 10K CHAMP10NS challenge for the
month of March:
• UCLA Baseball Experience:
Four (4) UCLA Baseball tickets to a UCLA Baseball
game of the winner’s choice during the month of
March at Jackie Robinson Stadium.
Includes one (1) Premium Parking Pass
The prize for the April 10K CHAMP10NS Experience will be:
• UCLA Baseball Experience:
Four (4) UCLA Baseball tickets to a UCLA Baseball game of the winner’s
choice during the month of May at Jackie Robinson Stadium.
Includes one (1) Premium Parking Pass
The winner of April’s 10K CHAMP10NS Referral Program challenge will be
announced in the May newsletter!
For more information on the 10K CHAMP10NS Referral Program, please call
310-206-3302, or email development@athletics.ucla.edu.
CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE WAF 10K CHAMPIONS
EXPERIENCE REFERRAL PROGRAM

U C L A AT H L E T I C S ’ C O M P L I A N C E C O R N E R
CROWDFUNDING AND NCAA RULES
Crowdfunding is a popular method of funding a project through monetary contributions from a large number of people, typically via the Internet. Under NCAA rules, a
current student-athlete is not permitted to use their name or athletic reputation to
promote or to solicit funds for a commercial entity, and that prohibition extends to
crowdfunding sites. Any donations to UCLA student-athletes through crowdfunding
sites made or directed by UCLA donors (boosters) would be an impermissible extra
benefit and can jeopardize eligibility.
There is one limited exception. The NCAA allows an institution to assist a
student-athlete if a crowdfunding site has been established after a significant life
event, such as an inability to pay funeral expenses for a family member. Booster
donations may be directed to a crowdfunding site for that purpose with monitoring
by the compliance office. UCLA boosters are encouraged to inform the athletic
department before making such a donation.
Booster donations to a prospective student-athlete’s (recruit’s) crowdfunding site
that is related to or mentions athletics is not permissible under NCAA rules.
If you have any questions regarding crowdfunding, NCAA extra benefit rules or any
other compliance matter, please contact Dan Goldberg, Assistant Athletic Director
Compliance & Recruiting at (310) 794-8813 or dgoldberg@athletics.ucla.edu.
Follow UCLA Compliance on Twitter: @uclacompliance

NEW “BECOME A CHAMPION” DONORS

The generous Wooden Athletic Fund donors listed below have increased their giving
at least one giving level since September 1st and thereby “Become a Champion” for
UCLA Athletics. We would like to take this opportunity to thank these individuals for
their generous support.
Patricia and Robert Adams
- Rancho Mission Viejo, CA
Richard Beatty - Omaha, NE
Helen Dalis - Torrance, CA
Lawrence and Nancy Davis - Porter Ranch, CA
David Flores - Chino Hills, CA

Robert Gerst and Judith Ashmann-Gerst
- Los Angeles, CA
Arturo Irizarry - Palos Verdes Estates, CA
Gregory Pawlik - Pacific Palisades, CA
Tom and Cynthia Talley - Burbank, CA

CLICK HERE TO LEARN HOW YOU TOO
CAN “BECOME A CHAMPION”

W O O D E N AT H L E T I C F U N D N E W M E M B E R U P D AT E

The following individuals listed below have recently joined the Wooden Athletic
Fund and/or Bruin Varsity Club for the first time as part of our 10,000 Champions
Campaign challenge to increase our annual fund from 8,513 to 10,000 donors. We
would like to take this opportunity to thank these individuals for truly making a
difference in our ability for success.
Dennis Aigner and Camille Bertolet
- Laguna Beach, CA
Raymond Aragon - Studio City, CA
Patrick Bouteller - San Diego, CA
Terry Boyd - Thousand Oaks, CA
Jennifer Carriere - Glenn, CA
Mark Corlew and Hope Craig-Corlew
- Valencia, CA
Julianne Cotta - Downey, CA
Rick and Mi Mi Frick - La Mirada, CA

Christopher Gonnerman - Palo Alto, CA
Amy Howe - Los Angeles, CA
Isaia Isaia - Chula Vista, CA
James Leonardo - Los Angeles, CA
Peggy Li and Webster Cotton - Pasadena, CA
Natalie and Abraham Nunez - Pasadena, CA
John Pfrommer - Upland, CA
Wayne and Dawn Redmond - Chatsworth, CA
Miles and Pamela Richman - Northridge, CA
Elisa and Alex Taub - Encino, CA

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
OUR 10,000 CHAMPIONS CAMPAIGN

(310) 206-3302 • development@athletics.ucla.edu

